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AC Oxgangs FC 

Under 9s Match Report 

Sunday, 5 June 2011 
Geoff Stockham/Matt Holligan 

 

ESSDA Soccer Sevens Maradona Division 

No Way Back for North Berwick as ACO 

Run Riot Early On 

North Berwick Colts 5  AC Oxgangs 13 

Half-Time 1-8 

Scorers 

Kieran, James (2), Zac (4), Max (3), Christopher (2), Brodie 

ACO Man of the Match 

With today’s performance, MOTM this week was never going to be an easy choice. With so many of the players 

scoring this week you would think one of them is surely going to get the award this week. Wrong. This week’s 

MOTM goes to an unsung hero of today’s performance, Cillian. Having a strong forward line from North 

Berwick coming towards you, you have to be strong in your tackles and be able to clear the ball away from the 

goal. Cillian showed this today and deserves this week’s MOTM. Well Done. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

In many of ACO's games this season, they have started slowly and only come to life in the second half.  This 

game was the complete opposite as ACO raced to an unassailable lead by half time and showed some top quality 

football in the process. 

The first few minutes of the match were a very even affair, with lots of play around the middle of the park.  

ACO could not put much pressure on the North Berwick defence, although Aaron H did manage a good cross in 

to Zac.  The ACO defence was not letting anything through and Liam and Cillian were both sticking tightly to 

their man and leaving no openings. Gradually ACO started to apply more pressure and James sent a cross in that 

found its way to Kieran whose shot looped towards the goal.  The keeper got a hand to it but couldn't keep it 

from going in, and ACO had the lead.  ACO nearly doubled the lead straight away after Kieran sent a great pass 

through the middle to Zac, but his shot hit the side netting. 

The ACO defence were living a little dangerously at times with a lot of passes across the box as they bought the 

ball out, but they extended their lead after James picked the ball up and ran into the box to finish neatly past the 

keeper.  Soon after, James won a ball in midfield and spotted Zac's run into the box.  Zac stumbled as he hit the 

ball, but it still managed to sneak past the keeper.   

North Berwick were being restricted to long shots, and Aaron was dealing with most of them comfortably.  He 

had to push one shot away and it hit the post and rolled back along the line, and despite a half-clearance North 

Berwick managed to knock it in to grab a goal back.  ACO restored the lead straight from the kick off when 

Liam's clearance bypassed the whole midfield and Zac nicked the ball off the defender to finish past the keeper.  

ACO now had chance after chance, first with Kieran's shot that was straight at the keeper, then Zac dribbled 

round the defence to score his hat-trick.  Straight from the kick off James stole the ball in midfield again and 

sent the ball to Zac who rounded the keeper and tucked away his fourth goal. 
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North Berwick then had a few chances, but Liam and Aaron H worked well closing down their players.  When 

they did break through the defence, Cillian was there to throw himself in front of the ball with a fantastic sliding 

challenge.  ACO broke quickly though, and Aaron H's shot was parried by the keeper and Max was there to tap 

in.  Then Aaron H won the ball back in midfield and sent the ball out to James who finished with a great shot to 

put ACO 8-1 ahead. 

Half-Time: 1-8 

The second half started very evenly, and Cillian had to make another great block in the box.  Brodie then sent a 

great ball along the line to Leo, but there was nobody on the end of his cross.  Leo then had a great chance as he 

broke through the defence, but the ball just ran too far ahead and the keeper collected.  North Berwick then 

should have scored as they broke with four against one ACO defender, but after the ball was crossed beyond 

Aaron they somehow missed an open goal.  Everything was going ACO's way today!   

Christopher was finding lots of space on the left, and sent in a couple of great crosses, but the first hit Aaron H's 

knee and sailed over the bar, and the second was collected by the keeper.  North Berwick had another chance in 

the box but Max was back to make a great block and shielded the ball for Aaron to dive onto.  ACO then scored 

again after Aaron H ran powerfully into the box, and then Christopher swept the ball home just as Aaron H was 

lining up the shot!  Christopher then spotted a pass out to Brodie who laid the ball off for Leo but his shot was 

cleared out to Liam.  He sent the ball straight back into the box and it fell at Max's feet, and he tapped the ball 

in.  ACO were now firing on all cylinders, and Leo sprinted down the right and fired in a low shot that looked 

like it might have gone in at the far post, but Max was there again to make sure and tap in.  Leo then repeated 

the run and this time sent the ball in to Christopher.  He slipped as he lined up the shot but still managed to 

guide the ball into the net.  Christopher then sent the ball out to Leo on the wing and he spotted Brodie charging 

in from midfield, who took the ball and finished coolly to put ACO 13-1 ahead! 

Only now did ACO start to take their eye off the ball and they let North Berwick back into the game a bit.  There 

was some confusion in the ACO box and the North Berwick forward tapped the ball in. Then North Berwick 

broke through the middle and fired the ball past Aaron.  Immediately they won a throw and from this they 

powered into the box to score again.  This woke ACO up again, and Leo had a shot saved and the ball ran along 

the line, and James couldn't turn to get a shot in.  At the other end Aaron made a great save, but the rebound fell 

to an opponent who tapped the ball in again. 

The referee blew the final whistle and ACO had won convincingly.  Even better than the result was the 

performance, with everyone contributing, and almost all the goals coming from great teamwork rather than 

individual skills. 

Full-Time: 5-13 

Coaches Message: 

Well done to everyone today. Performance was excellent and the commitment everyone showed was top class. 

Few things to work on in training, but again very well done. Didn’t think the day could get much better but with 

the ‘Kids’ vs ‘Adults’ game at the park in North Berwick, the ‘Adults’ came out on top with a close 8-7 victory. 

Well done again for your performance. See you Thursday. 


